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FLOOD AND CYCLONE DAMAGE 
Grievance 

MR S.R. HILL (Geraldton) [9.26 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Water Resources.  Members are 
aware that earlier this year the electorates of Geraldton and Greenough suffered flood damage.  My colleague the 
member for Greenough is very aware of that.  The flooding of the catchment area of the Greenough River 
impacted on the Walkaway and Greenough Flats communities.  Substantial damage was done to Greenough 
Flats in particular.  The Walkaway community managed to put up levee banks to protect it.  However, the levee 
banks, which were constructed in the mid-1960s by the then state Public Works Department, were eroded and 
washed away by the recent flooding.  As a result, the community of Greenough Flats fears that it will not be 
protected if another large volume of water comes down from the Greenough River catchment area.  Many of the 
recently developed houses in Greenough Flats are located on high sand pads, but many older properties are 
located on low sand pads. 
I bring this matter to the attention of the house because the problem has been ongoing for roughly five months.  I 
have been working with the Shire of Greenough and with the member for Greenough to resolve this matter.  The 
shire has identified a number of issues it would like addressed, including the initial funding costs, the allocation 
of resources and a decision on who will ultimately be responsible for maintaining the levee banks if they are 
rebuilt.  I have spoken to the Greenough councillors, some of whom have said that the levee banks should not be 
rebuilt.  They argue that the area is in a flood plain and that it might be best to leave it the way it was 100 years 
ago.  They suggest that the river could be cleared of vegetation or that other mechanisms could be put in place to 
control the flow of water.  When the last flood occurred, the 140-year-old convict bridge was damaged.  We are 
looking at having to repair the bridge.  As a result of the damage to the bridge, a lot of the material came down 
from the catchment area.  The vegetation caused the water to build up, which then caused a backwash into the 
Greenough Flats area that eroded the levee banks that were built in the 1960s. 

The levee banks were originally constructed by the state Public Works Department to protect the Brand 
Highway.  Over time the banks have not been maintained by either the shire or the state.  The maintenance of the 
levee banks has been left to individual landowners, and over time the banks have eroded.  The shire wants to 
identify who will fund the reconstruction of the levee banks and who will maintain them.  I have talked with 
members of the Shire of Greenough and they believe that a maintenance program should be put in place every 18 
or 24 months so that when a once-in-50-year flood occurs again, we do not find that all the protection has been 
either washed away or eroded over time.   
The shire has also looked at various options.  It commissioned a report in which five options were put forward.  
From talking to community members, I can say that one option they want is the reinstatement of the levee banks.  
They have considered all the other options but, as they said to me, they need those levee banks back in place as 
soon as possible so that they can avoid the situations that have occurred in the past. 
I spoke to some of the landowners there and suggested that a note be placed on their titles so that if the levee 
banks are reinstated, the state and local authority will be protected from any future claim for damage; therefore, 
that is one option.  A further option is to add planning controls to the town planning scheme, which I think for 
the Shire of Greenough is town planning scheme 4.  We could consider putting in those planning controls as, for 
example, have been put into the metropolitan scheme for the Swan River.  As I said, the shire is considering 
various options. 
The shire also wants clarity on funding for ongoing maintenance, and I ask the minister to give me an indication 
on that also.  It is quite a large levee bank and I would not like to burden the local authority with its ongoing 
maintenance.  However, I am sure that the government could negotiate a package with the shire for maintenance 
that would alleviate some of the fears of the residents in the Greenough flood plain.  It would be greatly 
appreciated if the minister could provide advice to the member for Greenough and me that we could take back to 
the community at Greenough Flats.  Hopefully, we will be able to resolve this issue so that the community can 
sleep a little easier at night knowing that their houses and infrastructure will not be washed away in the next 
flood. 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Minister for Water Resources) [9.31 am]:  I thank the member for Geraldton 
for his grievance, which follows on from a number of representations he has made to me regarding these levees 
on Greenough Flats.  People are well aware of the huge work that was done by volunteers and people locally 
when the threat of flooding from Greenough came earlier this year.  There were a lot of players involved; I will 
not refer to all of them.  However, as the Minister for Water Resources, I put on record the work that was done 
also by officers from the Department of Water.  That work was critical.  Contouring of the Greenough catchment 
area has been done and the gauging station has that data - although I believe one contour was washed away - so 
that the department can predict when the flood peak will next hit and just how far it will go.  Based on that 
analysis, the Department of Water officer who went there at the time - he is normally located in Bunbury - 
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advised the volunteers and the council on where to put the banks to protect the town of Walkaway.  That 
assessment proved to be absolutely accurate and, with all the hard work done by the people locally, Walkaway 
was saved from extensive damage by the flooding. 

However, as the member for Geraldton has brought to our attention, there is now an ongoing issue with the 
damage that was caused to the levee banks on Greenough Flats.  It is interesting to note that this is in the member 
for Greenough’s electorate, but the member for Geraldton has built up a reputation with the turnaround that has 
been accomplished in Geraldton through his very strong advocacy and a range of programs that the government 
has put in place.  It seems that his reputation has spread far and wide and now he is seeking representations from 
a range of other people and to help them with their issues.  We certainly respect the incredibly hard work that has 
been put in by the member for Geraldton in his own electorate, and clearly well beyond his own electorate, in 
seeking to service people who come to him for help.  I am pleased to say that we have been able to put together a 
package that will address this issue.  The member has raised a range of issues and has not only one simple option 
to fix them.  In particular a 100-metre section of the Greenough Flats levee was breached during the 2006 flood.  
Some temporary repairs have been made but more substantial work is required so that the people in the area will 
be secure in the knowledge that the bank will hold up to the level of flood that, with winter coming up, could 
occur at any time, although clearly the 2006 flood was due to cyclonic rain from the north. 

It is estimated that the cost of repairs for that section is about $100 000, of which $75 000 will be reimbursed 
under the Western Australian national disaster relief arrangements.  Clearly we will then have the issue of 
finding the remaining $25 000 for that work to be done.  The Department of Water has agreed to contribute that 
$25 000, which means that there will be money available to undertake that work.  The $25 000 from the 
Department of Water is a one-off ex gratia payment and cannot be regarded as a precedent for future funding for 
the maintenance and repair of levee banks.  The Shire of Greenough will need to coordinate the levee repairs.  
Repair work can commence as soon as possible, given that the funding has now been arranged.  However, as the 
member has indicated, a range of other issues flow from that. 

In March this year the Department of Water presented the findings of a recently completed Greenough River 
flood plain management study to the Shire of Greenough.  The study included an assessment of the benefits of 
the Greenough Flats levee bank and possibly a permanent levee to protect the town of Walkaway.  There is a 
range of issues relating to ownership and continuing maintenance of the Greenough Flats levee.  Clearly this is a 
matter in which there is a range of players, particularly centring around the Shire of Greenough.  As the member 
alluded to, the shire must consider the future costs of maintenance and how they can be borne.  The whole issue 
of drainage and the levees is complicated.  However, what we are able to do through advocacy from a range of 
people, particularly strong advocacy from the member for Geraldton, is to provide the $100 000 so that this work 
can go ahead.  The Minister for Agriculture and Food has also written pointing out this need and urging us to do 
something about it.  There is, therefore, still a lot more work to be done, but at least that particular section can be 
repaired so that the people in the area will have some security.  We never know when events such as flooding 
will occur.  Clearly this flood was due to summer rains from a cyclone.  However, winter is coming up and if this 
work can be done in time for winter, it will give greater security to the people living in the Greenough Flats area. 
 


